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6 December 1979 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Special Assistant 
Information Management Staff, DDO 


FROM: 
Chief, Classification Review Division, DDA 


SUBJECT: Review of Classified Items in the 
Forrestal Diaries 


1. The Historian for the Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
Alfred Goldberg, has requested a current review of 13 items in the 
Forrestal Diaries which remained classified following the CIA review 
in 1972, 


2. We have reviewed these items and recommend that the Agency 
declassify eleven items and retain the classification on two. 


3. A copy of the items to be reviewed and the related DOD/CIA 
correspondence are contained in TAB A. The recommended actions and 
justifications are in TAB B. 


4. Would you please provide us with your comments on this 
proposed response to DOD by 13 December 1979. 


25X1 


Attachments: As stated 


OSD review(s) completed. 


OSD HAS NO OBJECTION TO 


25X1 


UNCLASSIFIED WITHOUT ATTACHMENTS 
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TAB B 


6 Dec. 1979 
CRD/ISS/DDA 


SUBILCT: CIA Proposed review Actions on Classified 
Items in the “orrestal Uiaries 


Item No. Action lroposed Justification 
954 Declassify “ransfer of the functions of the 


Stratesic Services Unit (SSU) to 
CIG is described in Senate Intell- 
iIrence Activities Report* (Book IV 
paite 14), 

95% Declassify A margiral case exists to require 
classified protection because of 
information on personnel strengths 
of SSU as of April 1946. However, 
data on personnel transferred from 
ou to CiG can be derived from 
footnote page 14 see reference 
ubove. 


1219 Declassify No identifiable security damage 
since it records an action to 
absorb atomic engergy intelligence 
personnel within CIG@ 


1252 Declassify No security damage in a description 
of the relations between the 
Director, CIG and the National 
Intelligence Authority (NIA). 


1275-6 Declassify No damage in an unclassified 
skeletonized statement of the 
objectives of the Central Intell- 
tsence Group (CIG) 


pT a A a cerita 


* Final Report of tne 3elect Committee to Study Governmentalosy4 
Operations with respect to Intellisence Activities, 


US Senate Report No. 94-755, Book IV His A 
Central Intellisence Agency (prepared by 


CONE IDENTIAL 
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Ttem No. Action ProvoseL 
1200 Deeclassif'y 
1458 Declassifyv 
1688 Declassify 
(Two items) 

Declassifv 
1822 Declassifv 
1906 Declassify 
2077 Declassify 


TAB B 
page 2 
_ gustification 
marginal case exists to retain 25X1 


classification on basis of 


in Ens item would have been 
non=sensitive even in the context 
of that specific period. 


Document cited was declassified 
in action of 27 January 1978. 
(CIG Weekly Summary, No. 33, 

iL Jan. 1947) 


Ho security damage in discussion 
of change of authority of Director, 
CIG in his relation to. the NIA. 


No security damage about CIG 
functions for external clandestine 
operations. Discussion presented 
on page 14 Book IV Senate Report. 


Article reviewed and declassified 
on 22 lKebruary 1978 (CIG Special 
Tvaluation, No. 20, 16 Sept. 1947) 


This item discussed amply on 
pages 2b and 27 including footnotes 
venate Report same reference. 


CIA survey discussed in last para 25X 
rt. 17 of Senate Report same reference 
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 


COMP T ROLLER 


(Administration) November 8, 1979 


Central Intelligence Agency 


211 Key Building 
Rosslyn, Virginia 


axia [Sd 


During the 1972 classification review of the Forrestal Diaries, 
the Central Intelligence Agency determined that 13 items should 
not be declassified. 


Since that time, this office has received numerous inquiries for 
information on the withheld material. So far, we have been able 
to satisfy the historical researchers that the deletions were 
immaterial to their research project. In view of substantive 
releases since 1972 and amendments in declassification regulations, 
it appears advisable to re-review the deleted material. 


Attached are the 13 items not declassified by the Central 
Intelligence Agency in 1972 together with the correspondence 
on this matter. 


The views of the Central Intelligence Agency on the current 
classification or declassification of this material would be 
appreciated at the earliest practicable time. 


Sincerely, 


4 
v 
Alfred Goldberg 
Historian, OSD 


Enclosures 

Forrestal Diaries pages: 
954,958,1219,1252,1275-6, 
1280,1458-9, 1688, 1822-23, 
1906, 2077, 2609, 2705-11 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


10 August 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR: R. A. Winnacker, OSD Historian 


SUBJECT : Declassification of the Forrestal Diaries 

REFERENCE : Memorandum from Addressee, through | 25X1 
25X1A Ld 2 May 1972 A 

Dear Rudy, 


1. We have completed our review of your request 
for CIA concurrence in the declassification of the ll 
intelligence-related passages from the Forrestal Diaries 
for the years 1946-47, copies of which you provided us 
in referenced memorandum. This review disclosed that 
most of these.items consisted not of Forrestal's personal 
comments on events of the day, but of verbatim extracts 
from classified intelligence publications of the Central 
Intelligence Group (CIG), the predecessor of CIA (pp. 
1280, 1458-59, and 1822-23), and detailed summaries of 
the proceedings of the National Intelligence Authority, 
at that time the senior body of the intelligence com~ 
munity (pp. 954,958, 1219, 1252,.1275-76, and 1688). 
We are particularly concerned that in the Diaries, all 
sessions that were cited except the last one were in- 
correctly designated as State-War-Navy meetings, as 
can be ascertained from the official minutes of the NIA. 
This confusion probably resulted from overlapping member~ 
ship between the two bodies. 


2. Having reviewed the request, the Director has 
ruled that CIA cannot concur in the declassification of 


the above referenced CIG intelligence reports and the 
summaries of NIA proceedings. While some of the material 


25X1 
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May on its face appear to be no longer sensitive, it might 
reveal under specialized scrutiny, significant insights 
into intelligence sources and methods. In accordance 
‘with Executive Order 11652 and the Director's statutory 

. responsibility to protect guch sources and methods, the 
Director therefore regrets that he is unable to agree to 
the declassification of the documents under consideration. 


3. No objection is taken to the declassification 
of Forrestal's notes of 20 July 1946 on his briefing by 
Admiral Inglis, Chief of Naval Intelligence, concerning 
the latter's trip through Europe in the early summer of 
that year (p. 1167). Most of this material was published 


in the 1951 Viking Press edition of the Diaries (pp. 184-85). 


4. Nor do we object to release of Forrestal's 
notes on Senator Hickenlooper's criticism of CIG at the 
luncheon with Admiral Strauss on 8 July 1947 (p. 1714). 
We do not construe them as CIG intelligence. 


5. In summary, CIA does not concur in the down- 
grading or declassification of Forrestal Diary pages 
954, 958, 1219, 1252, 1275-76, 1280, 1458-59, 1688, and 
1822-23, but raises no objection to the declassification 
of pages 1167 and 1714. We appreciate being consulted 
in the review of the above documents and will be happy 
to review further requests relating to the Diaries or 
other classified material relating to CIA and its 
predecessors. 


CIA Historian 
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECKETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20303 


September 7, 1972 


COMPTROLLER 


\dministration) 


ne 


SUBJECT: Review of the Forrestal Diaries 

A review of the Forrestal Diaries for the period after 
September 17, 1947, indicates that the attached Sie tkeis are of 
possible interest to the Central, Intelligence Agency. The views of 
your agency on the declassification and release of these items <- 
as well as the current classification category, if any == are 


requested at the earliest practicable time. . 


R. A. Winneacker 
Historian, OSD 


6 Enclosures: 


Pages 1906, 1970, 2077, 
2603, 2609, and 2705-11 


on we 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, G.C. 20505 


12 October 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Dr. R. A. Winnacker 
Historian, OSD 


SUBJECT Declassification of Six Items from 


the Forrestal Diaries 


REFERENCE : j m Addressee to Mr. 
7 September 1972 


Dear Rudy, 


1. Review of the six referenced portions of 
Secretary of Defense James V. Forrestal's Diaries 
shows that these passages are concerned with a wide 
variety of intelligence information. It is the judgment 
of this Agency that the declassification of this 
information would reveal significant information per- 
taining to US intelligence sources and methods. This 
Agency therefore regrets that it cannot at this time 
concur in the proposed declassification and release 
of the six.referenced passages, namely: Pages 19366, 
1970, 2077, 2603, 2609, and 2705-11. 
ia aay. ‘ce 


2. In response to your question as to the current 
Classification category required by this material we 
are classifying all six passages as Secret. 


1storian 
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECKETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20301 


June 13, 1973 


COMPTROLLER 


(Administration) 


SUBJECT: Declassification of Forrestal Diaries 


I am cleaning up the last remaining problems on the declassification 
of the Forrestal Diaries and, before closing the books, I would appreciate 
the views of your agency on the following matter. 


In a memorandum dated October 12, 1972, your agency decided against 
the declassification of 6 entries in these Diaries on pages 1906, 1970, 
2077, 2603, 2609, and 2705-11. 


The deletions of pages 1970 ami 2609 might create future problens 
in view of the material already published in 1951 in the Forrestal 
Diaries on pages 349 and 512, which might not have been available to 
your reviewers. 

Toy ghee Vana 

You will note that the gist of the first two paragraphs, appears on 
page 349, and the last paragraph has been cleared by Army. in these 
circumstances, is release of the entire item feasible? ye 


As for the information on page 2609 of the manuscript, page 512 
summarizes the views stated in paragraphs (1) and (2) and the first 
sentence of paragraph (3). Would it be possible to release page 2609 
after deleting everything after the first sentence of paragraph (3)? 


And finally there is page 2603, where the channel of transmittal 
appears to create difficulties. State has no objection to clearing 
this item which, by the way, is not eited in the 1951 publication. 
Any new idea? 


If you determine that the views of October 12, 1972, should prevail, 


a telephone call will suffice. If there are any amendments, a memorandun 
would be appreciated. 


SIGNED 


KE. A. Winnacker 
Historian, OSD 


Encl. qsureg 
aE URET 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 


9 July 1973 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Dr. R. A. Winnacker 
Historian, OSD 


SUBJECT : Declassification of Forrestal Diaries 


REFERENCE _ : Your Memorandum of June 13, 1973, 
same subject 


Rudy: 


The referenced memorandum makes iminently good sense, 
Accordingly, this Agency withdraws its security objections to the 
paragraphs appearing on page 1970 and to the item appearing on 
page 2603. This latter item, however, may well be treated as 
privileged information in view of the less than complimentary 
ramarks it makes relative to Ambassador Caffery. For this 
reason, you may wish to continue the withholding of the total item. 


We also concur in the release of information on page 2609 of 
the manuscript. In accordance with your suggestion; namely, 
paragraphs 1 and 2 in their entirety may be released and the first 
sentence of paragraph 3. The remainder of paragraph 3 should be 
deleted. 

STATINTL 


Records Management Officer 
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: i 2apeeh apis | STAPE-WAR-NAVY MESTING 


A meeting of the Secretaries of State, War, 
and liavy was held et 11:00 e.m. in the Office of 
the Secretary of State. Present: 


| Honorable Jemes F, Byrnes, 
Secretery of State; 
Honorable hobert P. Patterson, 
Secretery of War; 
Honorable James Forrestel, 
} secretery of the Navy; 
: , Honoreble Howard C. Petersen, . 
: fssistént Secretary of War; 
Mr. H. Froemon Metthews, Director, 
} Office of European Affeirs, 
Stéete Devertment; 
Ceptain Rotert L. Dennison, USN, 
Assistent Chie? of Naval Operations 
for yo.itico-Military a 
Navy Department; 
Mr. Edward Hidalgo, 
Speciéi 4ssistant co the. 
Secretary of the Navy. 


| 1. National Intelligence Authorit a 

; Admiral Souers presented a proposel for the 

| gradual liquidation of the SSU unit of the War - o 

: Department. This proposal sets forth the pro- ‘\° Gf? 

{ cedure wnereby the Central Intelligence Group - 

f would avail itsel?, if necessary, of the 
facilities end personnel of SSU which would be 

i completely liquidated by June 1947. The three - 

' . Secreteries approved this proposal. Lo ES 


2, Galapagos. Mr. Byrnes referred to 
-dnquiries by the Scuedoran Ambasseder concern- . 
ing the vitherevel of United States forces from 
the Galapegos Islands. Mr. Petterson stated that 
-withdrewal could substantially be completed by 
May lst and it vas apreed thet Mr. Byrnes would 
address @ letter to the other tvo Secretaries Lo Meantt 
‘calling for a statement es to the date of with- : 
. drawal. Mr. Byrnes steted that the U. S. could - 
Q not retein troops anywhere against the will of 
“ the netion affected and that he had so informed. - 
Nr. Gromyko in Kew York during the recent UN | 
men EEOBs 


ry 
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MEETING OF THE SECRETARIES CF ETATF, “AR AND NAVY 
| ‘April 2, 1S46 --- 11 A. &. 


Present: The Secretary of Stete 


The Secretrry of Wer, eccornrnied by 
Aceistsent Socretrry Fetersen 


The ueeretrry of the Navy, accomrenied by 
Centrin ke L. vennison — 


Admiral Soverg 


Mr, Hettherws 


ee 

&. 

-=~—ws wo = wo emreiewreerenwrenr ewe eer ~~ — —-— wo oe oe 7 a 

Thternetionel IntelLiizence futhority== s ae 
Licuriztion of it : | 


“pr, Syrnes gsurgerted thst the meeting first diccuss \ 
haniye Ll souere’ ruestion of noliey for licuicetion or \ 
the ¢tretegic Services nit treneferre4 to the Yer Denrrt- ' 
ment from O35 by the “xecautive Crder of textember 29, 1945. 
raeipnal onvere nresnnted 7 volicy veper on thie su-tion + 
which he eria@ he@ the ryorrove? of the ceveral Intelligence \ 
Chiefe end wee owettine noorovel of the Netional Intei- : 
ligence ¢uthority. The psper srovided for eontinued ee 

trutertion ef the =*" ond the utilizetion of ite funetions . : 
untdl fin: 1 linavidrtion by June 20, 1947. Re mentioned, ae 
in this cornection, the eitustion in China vhere Seneral 
Wedemeyer had eslied for a enecirl survey. 3SU nersonnel 
in Chine now sporaxiaste 250. Totrl pereonnel of 3S is 
about 2,9°C which i¢ being reduced at the rete of rbout 
20% s month. In renly to x question “dnirrl Souers 
strted thrt 4r. J. “derr Hoover hré bean very co rperntive 
in the ectivities of the ventrel Intelligence Group. With 
the e4aition ef ndainietrestive amendments pronored by the 
“py veonrtment, the rolicy orper end areft Girective on 
Sx were avvroved by the three Seeret:ries rnd Admirrl Soners -: 
uniertook to obtrin ‘dmirel Lechy'e svrrovel thus completing - 
NTS action thercon. (.drirel Souerse then left the meetin.) | 
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Vp Pyypnee eeid thet the Tcusdorian fmbegoedor hed ip 3 


ApPloded Rb eid iia CRE CaTATSHNUHGRLIRS TS 


Us seid thet he ecnsiders Lt very imnortent in connection 
whth the Trentirn Alerunetane before the Security Council 
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EMBER 106  °- 3 - STATE-WAF-NAVY MTG. 


25 SUPT 


A. CoorGinetion and eveluation of intel- 
ligence related te nationel security. 


: B. Sppropriete dissemination of intelli- 
_ gence. . : 


C. Coordinstion of State, War and Navy | 
intelligence activities. : 


D. Centralization, when and ss desired, 
by the vsrious intelligence agencies of common 
concern. ; cal we 


| 

| 
Upon his mentioning that Ambassadors would \ 
coordinate intelligence metters in their res- } 
pective erees, Admiral Leahy pointed out that ! 
this might prove io be embarressing to some fm- 
basssdors who otherwise could discleim know- 
jedge of intelligence ectivities. General 
Vendenberg Giscussed eccomplishirents of his 
orgenizetion to dete and some present and anti- , 
cipsted cifficulties concerning vhich there were ; 
indications of satisfactory settlement. Jo 


JF:FA:HCRK 
9/27/46 
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. : rs NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
26 JUNE 1947 AUTHORITY 


Meeting of the National Intelligence Authority 
at the Office of the Secretary of State. Presents: 
Marshall, Patterson, Leeny, Sullivan, Peterson, 
Hillenkeetter, Genaral Chamberlain, Colonel iddy, 
Admiral Inglis and myself. - 


The first auestion was that of the recommended 
rescission of the Gelegation vy the NIA -- as of as 
last February leth -- to the Director of the Central}. 
Intelligence Group of authority to act in the name — 
of the NIA without consultation with the agencies of 
the respective cepartments comprising the NIA, 
namely ONI, G-2, State Department Intelligence and 
FBI, Admiral Hillenkoetter stated that in his 
opinion this wes not necessary and contributed to ~ 
needless friction with the Inter-Agency Advisory 
Committee comprised of the apnropriate agencies 
of the Depertuents named, to deel with precisely 
the kind of questions for which the February direc- 
- t4ve of NIA had been designeé to meet. There being 
© no dissent, the rescission was ordered. . u 


There vas Giscussion of the question of direct 

_ operational activities of the CIG in response to 
questions by General Marshall, Adairal Leahy and _ . 
myself. . It developed that there was now no objec- 
tion on the part of either ONI, G-2 or FBI of the. 
centralization of external clandestine operations 
under the Director of tne CIG. Admiral Hillenkoette 
however, stated that he thought it was desireble : 
that this be made clear to the responsible pud- 
lishers and news agencies of the country 80 that they 
would kmow any rumors or reports to the contrary 
had no foundation. In response to ny question he 
stated that Colonel Donovan, late head of the 055; 
Mr. Hoover, head of the Fsl; General Chamberlain, 
head of G-2, end Admiral Ingiis were in accordance 
with his views on this subject. 
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 4 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 


oh 


COMPT ROLLER 


(Administration) November 8, 1979 


25X1A aes 
Centra ntelligence Agency 


211 Key Building 
Rosslyn, Virginia 


During the 1972 classification review of the Forrestal Diaries, 
the Central Intelligence Agency determined that 13 items should 
not be declassified. 


Since that time, this office has received numerous inquiries for 
information on the withheld material. So far, we have been able 
to satisfy the historical researchers that the deletions were 
immaterial to their research project. In view of substantive 
releases since 1972 and amendments in declassification regulations, 
it appears advisable to re-review the deleted material. 


Attached are the 13 items not declassified by the Central 
Intelligence Agency in 1972 together with the correspondence 
on this matter. 


The views of the Central Intelligence Agency on the current 
classification or declassification of this material would be 
appreciated at the earliest practicable time. 


Sincerely, 


spat fading 


Alfred Goldberg 
Historian, OSD 


Enclosures 

Forrestal Diaries pages: 
954,958,1219,1252,1275-6, 
1280, 1458-9,1688,1822-23, 
1906, 2077, 2609, 2705-11 
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we OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 2 df pees 
: WASHINGTON  * 


23 Decenber 1948 


LEMORANDUL FOR THE SECRECARY 


SUBJECT: | The March "Crisis® 


<_ The following is a swmary of certain additional inforration 


concerning the alleged alarrast intellivence estimate prepared . 
last March: 


Chrorolory of Events 
ere rite aatnaninrc entity ter erent aeons 


i March, <A telegram received by the Army Chief of Staff 
from General Clay advised of his fears that the 
Soviets might initiate military action, 


Riarch. § Yelecram shown to Army Intelligence Division. 
: General Charberlain had the telegram shown to 
the otner agencies concerned and was hinself 
inclined te take @ pessimistic view of the 
sitvation, , 


ij March. A reeting was held in Army Intelligence Division 
UWrich representatives of all interested agencies 
were present. Generel Chamterlain expressed his 
views cs to the danger of war but these views were 
not concurred in by the other acencies except 
POssioiy air Force elthough this is not certain, 


i5 March. A meeting was convened by Cli as a result of the . 
necting om the 13th. <All the Intelligence Chiefs 
and their principal advisors were present. They 
decided to prepare a brief estimate which vould 
at the same time serve as a reply te the request made. 
by the President to Aduiral Hillenkeeter for an . 
estinate of the situation, My Stee Men 

16 March. The aeensies, including CIA, State, Army, Navy and. - 

ra ‘ir Force concurred in a brief estimate sent to the ~ 

Presiceat. This estimate stated that there was no. 
likely danger of war within 60 G8yYSe- 


aoe ie 7 March, General Spaatz sent an alert to Air Force Commands 
EOS BGS Fe in the Northwest and transferred. certain air strength. 7 
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to Alaska, It is not clear whether this action 
was based on any specific intelligence estimate. © 


2Aprii. CIA published an estimate which was an extension 
of the brief statement of 16 March, All other 
asencies except Air Forse concurred in this estimate. 
Air Force held that it was impossible to project 
any estimete beyond a 60-day period and that the 
danger of war should not be minimized. 


20 April. Air Force Intelligence issued an estimate for Air 
Force circulation only, reviewing the world situation 
ang restating the impossibility of malcing a Se arrer 
statement as to the unlikelihood of war. ; 


Interview with fdmirel Inclis (Neval interyipence).” 


In his meetings with the Eberstadt Committee and the Dulles 
Cormittee, Admiral Inglis referred to the March events as an ex- 
ample of how intellisence estimates could be reconciled through 
the procecures developed under CIA. Ee pointed out to beth groups 
(I was vresent at one meeting and have seen the report of the 
other meeting) that in March there was an atmosphere of crisis, 
that one Service in particular was inclined to be very pessimistic 
but that the various views were reconciled and a coordinated 
estimate submitted to the President. Adriral Inglis cid not name 
to either Committee the Service he had in mind. He told me that 
if he had named a Service it would have been Army, not Air Force. 


Interview with General Cabell (Air Force Intelligence) 


General Cabell said that there is no evidence that the Air 
Force prericea an alarmist estimate ag a result of General Clay's 
telegram. He said that the Air Force had, however, been reluctant 
to subscribe to any astimate which discounted the possibility of 
war. They had, however, concurred in the Karch 16 estimate that 
saw no war for the naxt 60 days. 


General Cabell indicated that he suspected that the Saves 
' attributing the "false estimate" to the Air Force had been deliber- 
ately slanted. He suggested that this had been done by the Navy” 
and cited sone circumstantial evidence to support this view.. 


Kowever, General Cabell said that he was trying to dissuade a 
Lr, Symington frem issuing a public disclaimer of responsibility 
on the srcunds that it might be proved that an incorrect estimate 
had, in fact, been prepered soreness. in the Air Force. 
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Relevant to the above is also the fact that various published reports 
have appeared (far exanple, the Saturday Evening Post article of 20 
November 1948) giving to GIA the credit for having subritted a correct 
estimate at a tina when the other agencies were inclined to be alarnist. 
Hanson Baldwin, in his New York Times article on 23 July 1943, referrad 
as follows: “Another mistake now currently being made — exemplified 

‘in the February and March 'erises! when the SIA wO3 right but General 
Clay and the Army were weong ~= was a mistake ednstantly made during 

war time, the confusion of ‘enemy capabilitiest with teneny intentions! «, 


nocers ae 
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‘“éXCzneTS FROM TELEPEONE CONVERSATION BED.EEM COLONEL wOOD, AND LH F. EBERSTADT 
. 22 Decexder 1948 


COLONEL WOOD: I know you want to get the cust of viashingten out of your 
hair. The secretary asked re to call you, however, in connection with a para~ 
‘ graph in your Repat which has caused some press corment, which I rather think 

you can identify. The air Force, who has been identified by certain newspaper 
people as being the ‘party to waich you probably had reference, are considerably 
disturbed because they think thoy are not. In our research here we have un= 
covered some information which might lead to either one of the Departuents, but 
we are unable to determine whien particular incident or estimate you people had 
‘in mind. Can you hely me out, sir? 


Li, EBEYSTADT: I coule help you out te this extent. The people who 
besiificd before us testified in confidence and ... woulcn't cisclese what 
they said in the sense of ... es. in any way, but if. I were the Air Force, 
I wouldn't pe too disturbcd about that. : 


COLONEL WOOD: They are net the people you had in mind then, Sir? 


LR. EBERSTADT: jell, theytre not the ones I have in mind, no. and I think 
that I just won't get in the ssition of disclosing sources of who said it and 
wnat itis. I, myself, was rither surprised when I heard it was the Ain Forces. 


COLONEL «OOD: I think that will help re out, Lr. Eberstadte 

I, ERERSTADT: You can nail whom.it was without an awful lot of trouble. 
Do you know wnat I mean? . 

COLONEL WOOD: Yes, sir, I think I know what you mean all right. . 


nnect me with it in any way and I'll tell you 


Lh. SEENGTaLT; Don't ce 
ecord, we did not have the air Force in mind. 


personzlly, and off the r 


COLONEL WGOD: All right, Sir. 


ih, EBEKSTAD?: Eut I don't want to be quoted on the thing in any waye 
It was another group and it should not be —- and I won't say who told us 
anc how we found out, and so forth, but I wild tell you for their comfort, 
‘and entirely personally end informally, that it was not that outfit that I 
‘had in mind. : ; _ 


COLOWEL wOOD: .All right, Sir, I will not quote you at all, but I will, 
of course, pass on to the Secretary my instruction, a # aa 


: LH. EBERSPADT: I think that without too mich research you could probably 
find out whose estimates those. iie didn't even say one of the Military Service. 
dic we? . 4 res or er 


COLONEL wOOD: Yes, you said by = departmental intelligence agency ~ it 
doesn't say military. . actin! Mo BPS Nay leg Oe esac Re: eB 


«ER. 2BskSTsDT: That mi sht be the State Departmenbe oe veh ye id lel 
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‘LR. ES 
COLCNEL WOOD: Yes, Sir. 
LP. EBERSTADT: The Commerce Department has an intelligence, and the 
Department cf Justice has an intellivence, and the State Department has an 
intelligence. You see, we vere very vague on that. 


COLONEL WOOD: All richt, thank you, Sir. Have a good trip, Sire. 


a a 
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EXCERPTS FROK TELEPHONE COMVERSATION BETWEEN COLONEL WOOD, «ND LR. Fe EBERSTAD? 


22 December 19,8 


. LR EBERSTADTs- Colonel, just thinking back over our remarks, I'm rot sure 
that the outfit you mentioned miy not also have participated, Do you see? 


COLONEL WOOD: Yes, Sir. 


LR. EBERSTADI: I'm not sure they may not also have participated, but they 
were not in my opinion the primary mover, but I'm not sure that they were not 
active participants - on tunat I can't really talk. And I thought that my talk - 

with you before might be ... in the lines cf exclusion, do you see? 


COLONEL WOOD: Yes, Sir. 


LR, EBERSTADT: And what [ say to you is all personal and confidential, 
They were not the primary mover. Do you see? Bt 


COLONEL WOOD: Yes, Sir. jell, that's a good phrase, Sire 


kR, EBLNSTADT: They were not necessarily the primary mover, out they my 
well have been active participants, But I don't want to name anybody,  Dontt 
you quote me in any way on the thing because I want to be very scrupulous in 


living up to our obligatioas to those who testified before our Committee, 


COLONEL wOOD: I understund, Sir. 


AR, _EEERSTADT: Laybe I onphat to have said nothing to you about it at all, 
but I didn't want - 


wenn 


to be lackiag in franimess, and I put it to you this way: 
_ that in my opinion they were not the primary mover, but they may have. been 
involved in it. Ido not want by my remarks necessarily to exonerate then 
entirely because i'n not sure that they deserve to be exonerated, Do you see?- 


CULONSL WOOD: Yes, Sir, I get the pitch, Thank you, Sir. 
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(oe PORN TAL 
EAB OB 
CubD/ISS/UDA 
SUBJECT: CIA Proposeu cview Actions on Classified 


Ttens in the Cerpestal Dieries 


Item No. Action Proposed Justification 
O54 Declassify “ransfer o: the functions of the 


;Lrateric Services Unit (SSU) to 
iti js deseribed in Senate Intell- 
iooumee Aetivities Report* (Book IV 
wate Luy, 


9586 Declassify i, marminal case exists to require 
classified protection because of 
irformation on personnel strengths 
ot SSU as of April 1946, However, 
eata on personnel transferred from 
iu to CIG can be derived from 
-cotnote pige 14 see reference 
itiove. 


1219 Declassify 'o identifiable security damage 
“Inee it records an action to 
ahsorb atonic engergy intelligence 
iersonnel within CIG 

1252 Declassify io securit: damage in a description 

et: the relations between the 

ltrector, vIG and the National 
:telligenrze Authority (NIA). 


1275-6 Declassify lic damage in an unclassified 
:keletonized statement of the 
cbfectives of the Central Intell- 
.pence Group (CIG) 


Final Report of the Select Committee to Study Governmental 
Operations with respect to Intellisence Activities, 


US Senate Report Noa. 94-755, Book IV Hi 
Central Intellitence Areney (prepared b 25X1 


9 peNG IAL A 
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Item No. Action Proposed | 
1260 Declassify 
1458 Declassify 
1688 Declassify 
(Two items) 
Declassify 
1822 Declassify 
1906 Declassify 
2077 Declassify 


2002/08/2 


2 iG 
COMP bin IV i AL 


ay 


Justification 


verszinal case exists to retain 
‘jassification on basis of 
g tt 


Fy 
eoryipr ( 


25X1 


sr #1260.) However information Cc 
or this item would have been 
ron=-sensitive even in the context 

if that specific period. 


focument cited was declassified 
‘nm action of 27 January 1978. 
iG ta Weekly Summary, No. 33, 

2 Jan. 1947) 


Ho security damage in discussion 
of change of authority of Director, 
(1G in his relation to. the NIA. 


Ico security damage about CIG 
‘unetions for external clandestine 
operations. Discussion presented 
on page 14 Book IV Senate Report. 


Article reviewed and declassified 
or 22 February 1978 (CIG Special 
ivaluation, No. 20, 16 Sept. 1947) 


This item discussed amply on 
bepes 26 and 27 including footnotes 
senate Report same reference, 


CIA survey discussed in last para 25X 
;. L7 ot Senate Report same reference 6 
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LEMORANDUL FOR TES GECASTAAY 


SUBUBCT: = The March "Crisis* 


guriry of certain additional information 
concerning the @ileyed alam ist intellivence estimate prepared 


Chocr rolory of oF Events 


= oy the aArny Chief of Staff 
Eran woul Slay édvised of his fears that the 
nU.Ht initiate military action. 


12 larch. : >! Ou. 1 arcy Intelligence Division. 
taintargain had the telegram shown to 
onenmcies cenoerneé and was hirself 
QO tase & nessSiristie view of the 


nee ct one 


L 
a) 
Pa) 


15 March, Aorecting wos eid in army Intelligence Division 

BL VilCcl cvoralentetives of all interested ayencies 

Were Eregert. Cuneraul Charbterlain expressed his 

vViuwe os to ine cancer of war but these views were 
> 


Mot concurred i: by the other agencies except 
povsitly Air Force eithoush this is not certein, 


15 March, A necting was convened by CIA as a result of the 
ieatine on tka 13th. All the Intelti Ligence Chiefs 
and their mrincipel advisors were present. They 
dscicec ta precere a trief estimate mhich would 

+ h 
aa 


whe Cane - tine Serve as 4 reply te the request made 

wi Prasi¢ent to Admiral Hillerkceter for an 

- ecstinate of tha situation. - 
16 March. Tne ereneles tucine ClA, State, Army, Navy and 

=5 a brief estinate sent to the 

is estimate stated th wit there was no 

of y Waxy within 60 a ad 


“| kad 
4 2, 


s 
rs 
[= ia ~ 
Se Desi is ait 
r 


is Aas ‘Se _ 
22eiY eaniie 


- a? March. Curn.wa) Scuntt sent an alert to Air Force Corszands 


Mies 


omteiit and transferred certain air seencm 
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. paste seee’ 


to Alaska. Iv is not clear whether this action 
“a5 based cn gy specaric inteiligence estimate. 


2 April. ClA rublished an estimate which was an extension 
of the brief statement of 16 March. All other - 
acencies excem Air Force concurred in this estimate. 
Air Force held tnat it wes impossible to project 
any estimate oyond a 60-day period and that the 
danger of war should not be mirdrized. 


Air Force Intelligence issued an estimate for air 

Force circulation only, reviewing the world situation 
zra restatang 222 impossibility of making a categorical 
statement as to the unlikelihood of ware 


; (Xeval Intell: cence) 


In his meetings wiih the Sberstact Comittee and the Dulles 
Cormdittec, Adcors. Ingits rererred to the March events as an ex- 
amole of how intellicence ectimates could be reconciled throveh 
the prececurcs developed uncer CIA. Ee noirted out to both groups 
(Iwas oresent ot onc moutlu# ana have seen the report of the 
other meeting) thst in u.rch there was an atmosphere of crisis, 
that one Service in pert:culsr was inclined to te very pessimistic 
but that the verious views were reconciied and a coordinated 

beitted to th: President. Adriral Inglis cid not name 


estimate svivi 
to either committee we 3-rvice he hac in minc. Ne told me that 
if he had naned a Services it would have been Army, not Air Force. 


Interview with Gencral Gocll vir Force intellirence) 
Gereral Cabell said that there is no evidence that the Air 
Force prepared an alarmist estimate as a result of General Clay's 
telepran. Fe said that the Air Force hac, however, been reluctant 
to subscrive to ary estimate which discounted the possibility of 
war, They had, hoxever, concurrec in the March 16 estinate that 
saw no war for the naxt 60 days. 


Gener:] Cabell indie:ted that he suspected that the report 
attributin., the "false estimate" to the Air Force had been deliber- 
ately planted. He surgisvea that this had been done by the Navy’ 
arc cited score circumstimtial evidence to support this view, 


However, Genera] Zubell said that he was trying to dissuade 
Ye. Symington frem issuing a public disclaimer of responsibility 
on the treunds that it a:eht be proved that an incorrect estimate 
nad, in fact, been prepared somewhere in the Air Force. 
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Relevant to the atcve is aiso 40 fact that various pubrt ened es 
have appeared (for exanple, th: S.turday Evening Pose article of oa 
Noverver 1948) giving to Cia tae credit for having subzitied @ correc ‘ 
estimate ata tine when the otaucer agencies were inclined to be sarah 
Hanson Baldwin, in nis New Tors Times article on 23 juwy 1943, eels 
as follovs: “another mist.se wae currently oeing mace — exemolified 
in the February end March ‘crises! when the SIA was right but General 
Clay and the Army aer2 wroay -+ W4s @ mistare constantly made during 


me : 5 tae eu 
was time, the confusion of ‘en3.7 capabilities!’ with 'eneny intentions - 
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enCaeTS FROM Tebepeci CONVERSATION “ETEEN COLOXEL WOOD, aND it. F. EBERSTADT 
Socesber 1548 


CCLONEL WCOD: I know you went to set the dust of Washincten out of your 
hair, “the Secretary asked re to call you, however, in connection with a para- 
graph in your Nepat which hus cuused some press comment, which I rather think 
you can iaentify. The air Force, who has been identified by certain newspaper 
people as being the ‘party to which yau probably had reference, are considerably 
disturvec because they think thoy ar2 mt. In our research here we have un- 
coverec some information which mirht lead to either one of the Departrents, but 
we are unécle to determing which -srtieular incident or estimate you people had 
in mind. Can you helz me cut, oir? 


tt EBSNSTaADT: I coule help you out te this extent. The people who 
vwesvifica cefore us testified in cerfidence and ... wouwlén't aiselose what 
they said in the sense of ... ... in anv way, but if I were the Air Force, 
d wouldn't ve too Cisturbud ebout than. ; 


COLONNE WOOD: They urc not the veople you had in mind then, Sir? 


Li, SeSRSinD?: «dell, vheytre rot the ones I have in mind, no. and I think 
wet J gust won'y set in che gosisien cf disclosin: sources of who said it and 
“av itis. I, myself, was rather sarzrised iten I heard it was the Air Fores. 


aa an 


ChOnnL «OGD: I think that will halp re out, Lr. Eberstadt, 
es oe P ’ 


Wu EBEKSTaADT: You can nail whos iv was without an awful lot of trouble. 
eo pe eat 
ao You Know whav J mean? 


COLOKEL wOOD: Yes, sir, I thirk I knew what you mean all right. 


pie SETAD?: Tentt cennect ra with it in aay way and I'l] tell you 
personsily, unc orf the record, «wo cid not have the air Force in ning 
- is = 
COLONEL aCCD: ALL right, Sir. 
boa #2 Lie [eit 6 Sencha Rah ay” 2] 


wih Se EP: but I dontt wart to be quoted on the thing in amy ways 
It was another group and it should rot be —« and I wontt say who told us 
anc how we found out, and so forth, but I will tell you for their comfort, 
ane entirely personally ond informally, that it was not that outfit that I 
had in mind. 


COLOMEL .OOD: all right, Sir, Iwill net quete you at all, out I will, 


of course, pass on te the Secretary a instruction, 


Phe EGLkSTAD?: I think that witheut too much research you could probably 
dic we7. 


find out whose estimatcs those. a didnt even say ona of the Military Servic. 


COLCHEL #OOD: Yes, you soid by 4 separtmental intellizence apency = it 
cocsn't say militury. eon ; 
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LR. EESNSTADT: We didn't necessarily say it was the Lilitary, you see? 
COLCNEL wOOD: Yes, Sir. 
Lfe E8oNSTADT: The Commerce Kkportnent has an intelligence, and the 


Departient cf dustice has an piles, and the State Depart tment hes an 
intelliczence., You see, we were very vague om that. 


COLCNEL WOOD: «ll risat, than: you, Sir. Huve a good trip, Site. 


aE ee te 


Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP85B00236R000400040003:7..-**“"**- 


| SLO fe as 


Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP85B00236R000 a 
pes ape oy § | // 


. : ‘ -_., ‘. : xv 
. rs i : y 
— . 


Sr amend 


eee Ee 


Semen? 


/ SCSRPTS FROK TELEPHONE COMWERSATICN BETWEEN COLONEL WOOD, aD LR, Fe EBENSTADE 


ce Dicexper 1948 


YR. EBENSTADT: Colonel, just trinking back ever our remarks, I'm not sure 
that the outiit you menticned cay not also have perticipated. Do you seo? 


COLONEL WOOD: Yes, Sire 


LR. EBERSTADT: I'm not sure they ray not also have participated, but they 
were Bot in my opinion the orizary rover, but I'm not sure that they were not 
active perticipants - on wat I can't reaily talk. And I thought that my talk 
with you before might be ... in tne lines cf exclusion, do you see? 


COLONEL WOOD: Yes, Sir. 


LR. ECRERSTADT: and whit I say to you is all personal end confidential. 
They Were not the primary rover. 2 you see? 


COLONEL WOOD: Yes, Sir. sell, wmavts a gooe phrase, Sir. 


LP, ESHNGTADT: They were not necessarily the primary rover, out they my 
well have Deen accive rerticipants. But I don't want to name anybody. Dontt 
you quote me in any way cn the thing because I want to be very scrupulous in 


jiving up to our cbligations to these who testified before our Comittee. 
COLGNEL wOODs I understend, Sir. 


KR. EPERSTADT: Licybe J ougit to have sat 


d nothing to you about it at alt, 
put Daidnr: wont to be ladiing in franimess, and I put it to you this wey: 
that in my opinion they were not the primary mover, but they may have. been 
involved in it. I do not want by iy remarks necessarily to exonerate then 
entirely because I'n not sure thaw tacy deserve to be exonerated, De you sec? 


CULONSL COD: Yes, Sir, I geo tne pitch, Thank you, Sir. 
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